Critical Scientist Switzerland (CSS)
• Some worrying scientific data/facts:
“Sustainable Development Policies” did not work!

• Ethics and moral principles for scientists?

• The role of scientists in critical times:
“..it is impossible to be neutral. In a world already moving
in certain directions, where wealth and power are already distributed in certain ways, neutrality means accepting the way
things are now.” Howard Zinn
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Worrying data from all around the planet (I)
Results from 20 (40?) years of “Sustainable development policies”:
Some “quotes, details” from “Global Environmental Outlook”, UNEP, June 6, 2012
at http://www.unep.org/geo/pdfs/geo5/GEO5_report_full_en.pdf

• Non renewable energy resource consumption almost doubled from 1972 to 2012.
• CO2 levels in the atmosphere: 330 ppm (1972) to 359 ppm (1992) to now 401 ppm.
http://bluemoon.ucsd.edu/co2_400/mlo_six_months.png
• The world failed to reach the Millennium Development Goal (MDG) target of a significant
reduction in the rate of biodiversity loss by 2010.
“The pressure on biodiversity continues to increase. Habitat loss and degradation from
agriculture and infrastructure development, overexploitation, pollution and invasive alien
species remain the predominant threats.”
• Since 2000 alone, forests equivalent in size to the landmass of Germany have been lost;
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Worrying data from all around the planet (II)
Results from 20 (40?) years of “Sustainable development policies”:
Some “quotes, details” from “Global Environmental Outlook”, UNEP, June 6, 2012
at http://www.unep.org/geo/pdfs/geo5/GEO5_report_full_en.pdf

• 80% of the world’s fish stocks are (close to collapse) fully or overexploited or have
collapsed already.
• Each year an additional 20 million hectares of agricultural land become too degraded for
crop production, or are lost to urban sprawl (from a total of 1500 million hectares).
• The world community has missed all but 4 of its 90 most important environmental goals
and without a new path of development and a change in consumption patterns, the
pressure on ecosystems and poor communities is set to intensify as the global population
is projected to rise from the current 7 billion to 9 billion by 2050.
“As human pressures within the Earth System increase, several critical thresholds are approaching or have been exceeded, beyond which abrupt and non-linear changes to the
life-support functions of the planet could occur. This has significant implications for human
well-being now and in the future.”
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Ethics and moral principles for scientists?
• Science promised us truth, or at least a knowledge of such
relations as our intelligence can seize: it never promised us
peace or happiness Gustave Le Bon

• “Nowadays, anyone who wishes to combat lies and ignorance
and to write the truth must overcome at least five difficulties.
(1) He must have the courage to write the truth when truth
is everywhere opposed;
(2) the keenness to recognize it, although it is everywhere
concealed.. Bertolt Brecht, Galileo

4

Which role for scientists in critical times?
“Science has not given men more self-control, more kindliness,
or more power of discounting their passions in deciding upon a
course of action.
It has given communities more power to indulge their collective
passions, but, by making society more organic, it has diminished
the part played by private passions.
Men’s collective passions are mainly evil; far the strongest of them
are hatred and rivalry directed towards other groups.
Therefore at present all that gives men power to indulge their
collective passions is bad. That is why science threatens to cause
the destruction of our civilization.”
Bertrand Russell (1924: Ikarus or the future of science)
To conclude (my personal view)
Scientists should not hide the truth and talk openly and scientifically
and without taboos about the dangers for our survival. This will not
be enough to solve the problems we are facing, but remaining silent will
only move all of us in the direction of the destruction of our life support
system!
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